
 

 
Michaelmas: September 29 

 
 

 

“Through celebrations in their seasons are the 
deeper powers of human nature realized.”  

Rudolf Steiner  
  

Edge Hill School will celebrate Michaelmas 
on Tuesday, September 29 at 2 p.m. All are 
welcome. The feast day of St. Michael is 
associated by many with the autumn equinox, 
which falls the week prior. As we pass the 
equinox and long days give way to increasing 

darkness, we renew our inner strength and 
courage. Michaelmas is also a time to reflect 

on darkness that we, as adults, may want to 
banish from our lives. Perhaps there is a 

habit one is trying to overcome or a problem 

one is wishing to solve in order to feel less 

burdened – this becomes a path of inner work 
during the Michaelmas season. 
  

According to fifth-century tradition, Michael 
tames a dragon to save the kingdom. Today, 
Saint Michael as a herald of light is celebrated 
as a guide and protector. In the Michaelmas 
play performed by the students, you will 
meet both Michael and St. George. 
Traditionally, it was said that Saint George  
 

Nature table in the Grade 1 (Pleiades) classroom. 
 
was an earthly representative of Michael in his 

deeds. In legend, St. George slew many 

dragons. George was heralded as a knight and 
in storybooks he saves a maiden from the 
clutches of a dragon. 
  

Traditionally in Waldorf schools, 
Michaelmas is celebrated with a play, 
songs, dragon bread and other harvest 
refreshments. It is a celebration beautifully 
free from commercialization, and so has 
benefitted from its obscurity!

Mark your calendar . . . 
 

Tuesday, September 29, 2p.m. 
Michaelmas Festival 
 

Saturday, October 3 
Christian Community Service 
 

Wednesday, October 7 
Annual General Meeting at the school, 7 p.m. 

Monday, October 12: Thanksgiving Monday 
 

Week of October 26: Parent-Teacher Meetings 
 

School Board of Directors 
Diane Ferguson, Chair and Treasurer  
Deborah Parker-McGivern, Secretary 
Lise Gunby, Faculty Chair 
Ken Bryson, Public Relations and Marketing 
Simon Mellor, Building and Safety 
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Message from the Chair 

Diane Ferguson, Board of Directors 
 
Welcome to all returning families and all of the 
new families who are joining us this year. I 
hope everyone enjoyed the summer break and 
I‟d like to take this opportunity to thank the 
many people who kept up their efforts over the 
summer. 
 
Edge Hill Country School is a mix between a 
private and community school. It is only 
through the volunteer efforts of the parents 
and wider community that we are able to keep 
tuition affordable and, we hope, accessible to 
as many people as possible. I ask all parents to 
find some time over this coming year to help 
out, whether you want to help with 
fundraising, maintenance of the school, or if 
you have other gifts to offer. Many hands make 
light work! 
 

THANK YOU: 
 
Blues in the Barn – This fundraiser brought in 
$975 and came together quite quickly. We‟d 
like to thank Elisa Vanderhout and Michael 
Schmidt for the venue, Marc Fortin, Simon 
Mellor, David Sugarman and Mike Dyer for 
organization, and the band, Big Bad Wolf, for 
providing the entertainment and the 
advertising. A special thank you to Brian 
O‟Rourke, Mark Mariash, Larry White, and 
Stephanie Reidpath who donated their portion 
of the door to the school. 
 
Front Building Renovation – The Board was 
presented with an opportunity when we 

refinanced our mortgage to borrow a little 
more for any building projects we had. After 
much discussion we decided to use a portion 
of that money to upgrade the front building. 
Thankfully, we didn‟t need to spend much 
through the following volunteer efforts: 
 
A huge thank you to Marc Fortin for 
organizing the painting and the volunteers 
required. Thank you to all of the following for 
your efforts in painting: 
Jennifer Clark, Deb McGivern, Rosemary 
Crick, Barbara Bryson, Will Harris, Brian 
O‟Rourke, Lise Gunby, Emma Fuller, Simon 
Mellor, Gordon Mellor, Leigh Mellor, Lyjah-Sai 
Mellor, Jenny and Szos St. Germaine, Simon 
and Leigh‟s neighbour Lynn, and Janet, Sonja, 
and Isabel from Village Harmony. 
 
Thank you to South Bruce Flooring for giving 
us a discounted price for the hardwood. Thank 
you to Simon Mellor, George Salverda, Lyn 
Stoltzfus, Mike McKelvey, and Shane 
McGivern who managed to get the floor done 
in one hard-working weekend! It looks 
beautiful. 
 
If you haven‟t yet seen the renovations, take a 
moment and have a peak in the front building. 
We are still working on the kitchen to complete 
the renovation. 
 
Art Camp – Thank you to Lise Gunby, Liza 
McIntosh, Christina Schwarz, and Leigh Mellor 
for an excellent art camp this summer. 
 
School Handbook – Thank you to Shane 
McGivern for donating the printing and paper 
for this year‟s school handbook. 
 
Donation – We had a very generous donation 
of $500 from Gary Lowe of VINA Realty Inc., a 
friend of Deb McGivern. 
 
The Board – Thank you to all board members 
who took time out of your summer to continue 
to meet and prepare the school for this year: 
Deb McGivern, Lise Gunby, Ken Bryson, 
Simon Mellor, and myself. 

REMINDER to parents 
and all Edge Hill visitors 
 
Edge Hill is a peanut and tree-nut free 
school. Please be mindful in preparing 
lunches and take care to come to school with 
clean hands and face after a nutty breakfast. 
Please check snacks or crafts. 
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Next Board Meeting – The last board meeting 
before the AGM was Tuesday, September 22 at 
7:00 p.m. Anyone is welcome to attend any 
board meeting. If you have a specific issue you 
would like addressed at a board meeting, 
please forward a note in writing to Diane 
Ferguson for inclusion on the agenda. We will 
update you on meeting dates as they are set. 
 

The AGM will be October 7 at 7:00 
p.m. in the main schoolhouse. 
 
Last year‟s financials, this year‟s budget, and a 
review of the prior year are part of the function 
of the AGM. As well, board members are 
nominated and voted in. This year, I am up for 
re-election and we are seeking others to join 
the board as well.  If you have an interest in 
joining, please speak to a current board 
member as to what‟s involved. Currently, we 
have a small board of five members and so 
would gratefully receive further nominations. 
If you‟d like more information, do not hesitate 
to give me call. 
 
This year, we are also voting to amend our 
current by-law which states the board is nine 
members and five members constitute 
quorum. With a board of only five members, 
quorum can be difficult to attain.  I am 
proposing that the board consist of five to 
seven directors, with quorum being a majority 
of the directors. More official wording will be 
available at the meeting, but those present will 
be asked to vote on this change of by-law. 
 

CLASS NEWS 
 

Morning Star Kindergarten 

Deb McGivern 
  

As we say goodbye to late summer and 
prepare for the arrival of autumn, the Morning 
Star Class has made a smooth transition into 
our daily rhythm. Our circle time for the 
month of September has revolved around the 
theme of the “the orchard”; our songs, stories 
and puppet plays reflect all that the harvest has 

to offer. We are busily pulling weeds and 
tending to the perennials in our garden so that 
we may plant our tulip and daffodil bulbs. 
 
For the past couple of weeks, the children have 
been making their “capes of light” in 
celebration of Michaelmas. We have diligently 
gathered and dried marigold and goldenrod 
flowers to make a big pot of natural golden dye 
for our capes. Our Michaelmas story, “Little 
Boy Knight,” has overflowed into our indoor 
play and many a knight can be found saving 
the princess from the dragon. 
 
During our outdoor play, we are enjoying 
visits from the frogs, grasshoppers and 
ladybugs. The children are delighting in the 
subtle changes around them which signal the 
approach of autumn. They have collected 
many treasures for our nature table. Every day 
we bring the French language into our daily 
rhythm through songs and rhymes; our 
painting has been focused on the colour red. 
 
Kindergarten Wish List 

 dried lavender 

 5 small square bales of straw  

 tea cups (floral) 

 electric range (stove) 
 
 

Pleiades Class 

PJ Dean 

 
 

“Many a night I saw the Pleiades 
Rising thro’ the mellow shade, 
Glitter like a swarm of fireflies 

Tangled in a silver braid” 
 

Our class has begun the journey of the grades!  
We began with two weeks of form drawing, 
exploring the straight line as it relates to our 
tall stance upon the earth or our arms 
outstretched to the horizons. Then we 
considered the curved line which calls upon 
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our inner will.  These exercises in alertness, 
rest, movement and freedom will carry 
through all we do. We„re getting a feel for our 
tools, and bringing color and proportion to the 
great white main lesson book page! 
 

 
 
Math is beginning with the qualities of 
number, the rhythm of number, number within 
us around us, the beauty of math in 
geometrical shapes …  We‟re rocking and 
waltzing, balancing with two, building shapes 
with wheat straw and pins, weaving stars . . . 
the beginning of a lifelong relationship. 
 
Circle time is giving us time to permeate our 
physical being in the morning with full body 
slithering and tumbling and headstands!  We 
work on our cooperative skills, slip into tricky 
finger, clapping, and beanbag routines, stretch 
toward  graceful control, wade through 
orientation in space and attune our rhythm 
with the  jump-rope‟s popular challenge. 
 
The children have made their knitting needles, 
carded and spun wool a little bit to remember 
our relationship to the gifts of nature; they‟ve 
chosen colors and rolled balls of yarn, and 
have already knitted two rows of their future 
recorder cases with their new skill of knitting. 
The children are working gradually down the 
notes of their beautiful pentatonic recorders, 
painting under the care and talented guidance 
of Jen, and often spending afternoon activities 

in the warm companionship of their past 
teacher Liza and second grade friends. 
 
Now we calling the fortitude of St. Michael 
into ourselves and we are calling a golden 
glow of love-for-learning into our classroom. 
 
Pleiades Wish List: 

 the game “Twister” 

 a bird feeder 

 a play parachute (for circle activities) 

 fresh flowers 

 a clock with hands 

 vacuum 

 Montessori manipulatives 

 colorful patternwork game  

 
Pegasus Class 

Liza McIntosh 

 

What an exciting time we are having in the 
Pegasus Class! We are lucky to have five new 
students to get to know. Welcome to all of you 
and your families and welcome back to our 
returning students and their families. 
Our first main lesson block is “The Good 
Earth,” so we are busy learning about all the 
wonderful things that grow on the farm, 
including the seven grains and many kinds of 
animals. We have already had field trips to 
Glencolton Farm and the Bryson Farm. We 
even milked a cow. 
  
We are remembering the math and language 
skills that were taught last year. Memorizing 
the times tables is one of our major goals and 
we will spend as much time reading as we can. 
French, painting, recorder, handwork, games 
and crafts are also part of our week.  
 
Pegasus Wish List 

 Chunky yarn 

 A wall clock 
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The Art of the Recorder  
 
May Tettero is willing to work with small 
groups of children who would enjoy a little 
extra challenge on the recorder to 
supplement classroom work. Children will 
be placed in small groups according to 
their abilities. One of the groups could be a 
“playing by ear” group for those children 
who are not reading music.  
 
For children who enjoy performance, I will 
search out one or two opportunities during 
the year to perform outside the school 
community or enter a music competition.  
 
Place:  Edge Hill School 
Time:  2:45 - 4:15 pm on Tuesdays 
(30-minute time slots) 
Fee:  none 
Sign up:  before September 29 by e-mail to 
 mbtettero@bmts.com or at the school 
 main building 

 

 

Polaris Class 

Christina Schwarz 

 

 
 

Students of the Polaris Class are getting 
reacquainted and are diligently embracing the 
task of learning. Math review, reading, and 
writing correct sentences have been the focus 
of our skills classes. Penmanship has also been 
getting attention and we have beautifully 
written full names and mailing addresses on 
display in the class. 
 
Our main lesson revolves around local 
geography and history. We began by orienting 
ourselves in time and space using our natural 
world. Then we moved on to finding directions 

using the sun and rivers and moss and our 
namesake Polaris, the North Star, as clues. So 
much information leads to much writing and 
the class has been up to the task! Detailed 
artwork is also quickly filling main lesson 
books, including some maps of bedrooms and 
interesting versions of a compass rose. 
 
We have already embarked on our first field 
trip, venturing to Owen Sound to the Grey 
Roots Museum as well as Inglis Falls and 
Balmy Beach. 
 
For handwork the class is crocheting a 
skipping rope in preparation for more 
complex projects. We are looking forward to 
Michaelmas and have been rehearsing our part 
in the play with much drama. 

 

Orion Class 

Lise Gunby 

 
 

One of the great gifts of schooling as a genuine 
community endeavour is the contribution of 
parents and school friends to the education of 
the children. The Orion Class has been blessed 
by several wondrous events during the first 
weeks of school. 
 
In the first week, the class set off on a quest in 
the Humberstone Forest, complete with a 
mysterious message from someone called  
“Zonte” which was delivered by a neighbour. 
With valour (and much fun), the class set off 
too help Zonte free an old man held captive in 
the forest. And there she (Zonte) was, complete 
in forest regalia and issuing a complex 
challenge. Many thanks to Marc Fortin for his 
heroic work on this quest experience for the 
children, and for helping to teach them that a 
true quest takes great strength and exquisite 
patience – and is not easily achieved! 

mailto:mbtettero@bmts.com
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In the second week of school, we had a sleep-
over and star-gazed with Brian O‟Rourke. 
Brian had already visited the class during 
school hours to give us an introduction to the 
season‟s night sky. The night was gorgeous 
with stars, and we have a long list of marvels 
observed, from the moons of Jupiter to the 
Andromeda Galaxy. We became familiar with 
many constellations and had the – well, 
pleasure – of getting up before dawn to watch 
our namesake rise in the southern sky: Orion 
accompanied by Venus and Mars. We also had 
the pleasure of popcorn by starlight and 
pancakes in the first light of dawn. 
 

 
 
Galahad stands guard by the board drawing in the 
Orion classroom. 
 

Our focus of study in these first weeks, in 
addition to astronomy, has been physics. We 
welcomed Steve Crosgrey to our class to lead 
us in making pinhole cameras. Thanks to Steve, 
the foyer was blacked out, allowing us to 
experiment with the experience of light and 
dark and to capture the roadside trees (and 
some fellow classmates) upside down through 
our “foyer” camera. We have been considering 
colour as it arises through prisms and out of 
both light and darkness and have examined a 
variety of optical phenomena. Next we move 
on to acoustics and will dust off our unichords 
made last year in music class. 

We are working hard on French review and 
have the honour of weekly conversation classes 
with Marc Fortin. We are also learning a little 
Latin in order to appreciate the historical roots 
of English vocabulary and to get a feel for the 
Roman and Medieval times which we will 
study in main lesson later in the year. In 
handwork students have a variety of projects, 
from cross-stitch and embroidery to creating 
their first Waldorf doll. In woodwork we have 
been practicing with our carving knives on 
sticks we will use for broadsword movement 
exercises. Next we go on to carving eggs and to 
shaping a bowl. 
 
Thank you again to the school and community 
members who give so generously of their time 
and interests to the students. We hope to share 
in the wisdom and enthusiasm of other 
members of the community as well, as this sort 
of collaboration is of great benefit to the senior 
students – please feel free to offer such gifts to 
the Orion children and to Edge Hill students as 
a whole! 
 
Orion Wish List: 

 carving tools, especially chisels for gouging 
bowls (on loan would be great) 

 assistance with sharpening knives and 
chisels on a weekly basis 

 assistance with cutting our basswood logs 
(a delicate touch with a chainsaw needed) 

 a bench (work-bee item?) over the furnace 
ducts in the main building 

 funding for tuning the piano 
 
 

 

Edge Hill Book-Keeping 
 
Please note that Marie-Eve Perreault is the 
bookkeeper for the 09-10 school year. She 
can be reached in person or via her mailbox 
in the bottom right corner of the middle 
building mailboxes. Diane Ferguson 
remains as treasurer and Marie-Eve takes 
care of the day-to-day banking. 
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A beautiful rainbow painting by Jen Clark, featured 
in our new painting room in the Rainbow House. 
Jen Clark is painting with grades 1 through 5. 
 

PARENT AND CHILD 
 
The Parent and Child program began 
Saturday, September 26 at the school and has 
an attendance list of ten families. Many thanks 
to Millie Johne, a not-so-retired Waldorf 
teacher from the Ottawa school who has settled 
in this area, for facilitating this program. 
Anyone interested in the Parent and Child 
gatherings should contact Lise Gunby or the 
school e-mail. Donations appreciated. 
 

 

Edge Hill Work Bee 
and 

ñFeed-the-workersò Potluck Lunch 
Saturday, October 3 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
ALL Welcome! 

 
 

 
Support Edge Hill School! 
 

We are grateful for the diversity and 
abundance of support that nourishes the 

school. People come forward to donate their 
time in many ways, volunteering in classrooms 
and helping to organize festivals and 
fundraisers and staffing these events. 
We appreciate the goods that make their way 
to the school and keep a wish list J. We have 
been supported by monetary donations from 
people in the wider community and as a 
charitable organization we issue tax receipts. 
We are members of the Saugeen Trading 
Community and can also accept saubuck 
donations (member #159). 
 
We are starting a Subsidy Fund to help families 
who cannot afford complete tuition. The goal is 
to make the education available to all children. 
If you would like to make a donation, families 
qualifying for a subsidy could find a new way 
to send their children to Edge Hill. 
 

WANTED: 
 

For the kitchen renovation: a large sink, knobs, 
hinges and hardware. Contact Marc Fortin. 
 

FOR SALE: 
 

1999 Mercury Mystique 
Good condition, 170,000 kms 
$1,500 OBO                  Call Liza at 519 369 1767 

 
 
 

The Michaelmas Daisy 
 
The aster has delighted generations at least 
as far back as Virgil, who, in mellifluous 
verse, described its beauty and recounted 
how aster wreaths were used by the gods 
and goddesses on temple altars. The aster is 
the same as the Greek word meaning "star," 
and refers to the flower‟s star-like 
appearance. The ancient Greeks are also 
said to have used asters to drive away 
snakes. In the late 1600s, asters were mixed 
into ointments thought to cure the bite of 
mad dogs. The Shakers used the plant to 
clear their complexions. In Germany, the 
aster is plucked petal by petal to decide if a 
love is returned or not. 


