
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
A big thank you to all the parents and 
community members who helped to make the 
Advent Fair a successful fundraiser and a 
lovely day. We raised  $1,281 plus more than 
$600 from the silent auction and created a good 
time for all. Thanks for the great teamwork! 
 
Special thanks to Jennifer Clark for overseeing 
the fair and working so hard. 

 
Mark your calendar . . . 
 

Thursday, December 17 
Festival Concert at the School, 1p.m. All 
family and friends are invited. 
 
Monday, January 4 
First day back, second term. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Brunch 
 
Many thanks to Marc Fortin and Marie-Eve 
Perreault for all their work organizing the 
community brunch in December. For 
donations, thanks also to Sean McGivern at 
Grassroots Organics – Saugeen Specialty  
Grains, Elisa Vanderhout at the Agri-Cultural 
Renewal Co-operative, Jacques Leroux at Still  

 
 
Life Retreat, Lise Gunby, Rosemary Crick, P.J. 
Dean-Thornton, and Deb McGivern. 
 

 
Satya Perreault Fortin explores the craft sales table 
at the Advent Fair on Saturday December, 5. 

 
The Art of Edge Hill Students 
 

Don’t miss the exhibit at Chicory Common in 
Durham for the month of December, in 
conjunction with Chicory Common’s 10th 
anniversary. 
 

Thank you so much from the children and 
school to Jennifer Clark, our curator! 
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REMINDER to parents and visitors 
 
Edge Hill is a peanut and tree-nut free 
school. Please be mindful in preparing 
lunches and take care to come to school with 
clean hands and face after a nutty breakfast. 
Please check snacks or crafts. 
 
 

 

http://www.edgehill-school.com/
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CLASS NEWS 
 

Morning Star Kindergarten 

Deb McGivern 
  
Softly, softly, through the darkness 

snow is falling, falling; 
Swiftly, swiftly, all about 
 the wind is blowing, blowing; 
Open up the door, I pray, 
‘Tis so dark and cold the way; 
Clearly, clearly, up above 
 the bells are calling, calling; 
Brightly, brightly, deep within 
 a star is glowing, glowing. 

(Wynstones, adapted by Margaret Meyerkort) 
 

Our circle for November and December has 
revolved around “Late Autumn”.  In our circle, 
we go on walks through the woods, singing 
and dancing with the wind. Quietly, we search 
the ground and trees for signs of movement 
and are delighted when we find not only a 
squirrel, but also a chipmunk and a snail 
preparing for the coming winter season. The 
Morning Star class continues to practice the 
French language and hopes to sing a Christmas 
song at end of term celebration. In painting, we 
have finished our exploration of the colour 
blue and are now observing what happens 
when blue meets yellow and red. 
 

 
Jessie Litt and Lauren Osthaus with a snow family. 
 
During the month of November, the Morning 
Stars created tissue paper and glass lanterns 

that were then lit on the night of the Lantern 
Walk at the school. What a magical evening it 
was! The night was clear; countless stars could 
be seen as we sang our way along the lantern-
strewn path. 
 
We now watch with wonder as snowflakes fall 
outside our classroom window, the children 
bursting to get outside.  All manner of snow 
creatures can now be found; much laughter can 
be heard as we race our toboggans down the 
hill! 
 
We continue to sand and shape our wood; 
soon the pieces will be ready for polishing.  We 
have begun to sew and look forward to 
completing some special Christmas crafts. 
 
Wishing all my special Morning Stars and their 
families a joyous and restful holiday! 
 

Hana Perreault-Fortin, Grade 1, and her snowball! 
 

Pleiades Class 

PJ Dean 

 
 

The Pleiades Class will report in the new year! 
 

From the faculty: 

THANK YOU SO MUCH, SCHOOL FAMILIES, 

FOR THE NOURISHING SOUPS! 
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Pegasus Class 

Liza McIntosh 

 

It is hard to believe that we are almost at the 
end of our first term. The Grade 3’s and I have 
been learning about the Hebrew people and 
their stories, while the Grade 2’s have been 
spending time with the Pleiades Class 
consolidating their knowledge of numbers. We 
also spent more time with Roland and Adira, 
who met the place value gnomes on their latest 
visit to the land of Numeria. Writing and 
publishing our own books has been very 
exciting this month. 
 
In preparation for the holiday season, we are 
learning a new song on our recorders. We have 
also been working on some seasonal crafts and 
will be doing some baking. This is an exciting 
time of year for the children in Pegasus Class. 
 

Polaris Class 

Christina Schwarz 

 

 
 

The Polaris Class will report on their Native 
Studies block in the new year. Following is the 
entry of Ben McIntosh, Grade 5, in the Words 
Aloud youth writing competition this autumn. 
 

A SEED'S LIFE 
  

Hi! I am a seed. My name is Bill. I need to find a 
place to grow. Ah, there's a place under that willow 
tree. Now I am in the dirt. It is DARK in here! 

  
SPRING 

 It is spring. I think I should start growing now. My 
mom told me how to grow so I know how. 

Step 1: crack open your shell and shoot down a root 
and send up a shoot. OW! Stupid rock. 
  
Step 2: send out some leaves so I can breathe 
better. 
             
Step 3: suck up some water with my roots. 
  
Step 4: make some food out of water, air and 
sunlight. Now I am a plant, yay! 
 

ONE MONTH LATER 

Now I am starting to grow these orange balls. What 
are they? Wait, I remember now. My mom looked 
like that. They are what the farmer called pumpkins. 
 

FALL 

 It is fall now and my pumpkins are big. What is that 
boy doing? He is taking my pumpkins. Now he's 
taking a knife and cutting holes in them. What is he 
calling them, jack-oô-lanterns? Wow! Now the 
farmer's porch is all lit up with these jack-oô-
lanterns. 
  

WINTER 

 It is winter again, BRR!!. I better go to sleep now. 
Next year I will grow more pumpkins. Bye!  

  
  

Orion Class 

Lise Gunby 

 
 

In the Orion Class we have greeted the 
crispness of winter snow with our block of 
math study. Students are learning to use the 
four processes with whole numbers, fractions, 
decimals, and integers. We have read some 
stories about the circle, and wondered at the 
perfection of this shape and the imperfection of 
the numbers needed to try to calculate its 
circumference and area. A guest teacher in our 
classroom, John Penner, demonstrated that he 
could recite, by heart, pi to the 50th decimal 
place! We are also beginning to work with 
some simple formulae. At the same time we are 
reading a rather strange but interesting 
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“novel” called The Number Devil, about a little 
red character who comes to a young boy in 
dreams, with tales of numbers and their 
patterns and puzzles. We are also reading a 
new translation of Gilgamesh, a story normally 
told in Grade 5 but one that most of the class 
does not know. On top of Parzival this term, the 
students have had a rich literary diet. 
Gilgamesh is a highly recommended story of 
power, arrogance, friendship, and purpose in 
life. 
 

 
 
The Persian Horses: can you see four? A painting 
like this was created for the King of Persia by a 
magical artist named Optia. She knew that the 
kingdom had once been divided into two regions, 
and later each of the two regions was again halved. 
The Persian horses symbolized the four corners of 
the kingdom. The king was very pleased by Optia’s 
work, and she became famous. 
 
During circle time we continue with the 
individualized challenge of juggling and the 
collective challenge of co-ordinating movement 
and beanbags. We have also been at work on 
our fairy tale re-written with “spoonerisms” 
and with a Persian story we will share at the 
Festival Assembly this Thursday. To mark the 
weeks of Advent, we have sculpted a clay 
candleholder for each the four kingdoms as the 
season progresses: mineral, plant, animal, and 
human. Students have also embroidered some 
beautiful geometric designs for Christmas 
cards. 

Many thanks to May Tettero for her continued 
work on recorder with groups of students. It 
was wonderful to witness the musical quality 
of the performance of the students at the 
Mount Forest Arts Festival. Their poise on 
stage was remarkable too. Congratulations on 
the scholarships won! 
 
At Christmas we say good bye to May Sunita 
Kelly, who has been a part of our class for the 
term but who returns to Thailand for the 
remainder of the school year. We will miss 
you, May! 
 
Warm season’s wishes to all from the Orion 
Class. 
 

Edge Hill Book-Keeping 
 
Please note that Marie-Eve Perreault is the 
bookkeeper for the 09-10 school year. She can 
be reached in person or via her mailbox in the 
bottom right corner of the middle building 
mailboxes. Diane Ferguson remains as 
treasurer and Marie-Eve takes care of the day-
to-day banking. 
 

 
 
Happy days on the snow hill (from left): Theo 
Harris, Carys McGivern, Zak Vanderhout, and 
Malcolm Bainborough. 


