
 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR! 
I hope everyone had a good break 
and is back into the swing of 
things. The fundraising committee 
met and came up with a host of 
good ideas: a community calendar, 
garage sale and café, dinner dance, 
making piggy banks,  another 
Grassroots food order, and 
potentially a series of boat-making 
worksh ops, with the boat raffled 
off. May Tettero has offered to 
organize a couple of contra dances. 
The repairs and maintenance 
committee has been busy unfreezing the 
Kindergarten pipes and wi ll be replacing the 
glass in the doors. The children have come up 
with a list of wishes for the play ground.  So if 
any dads or moms are good at building things, 
or can donate any materials, the kids would 
love your contribution!  As you can see, thereõs 
plenty  to do, so if you havenõt had a chance to 
help out this year, both fundraising and the 
playground could use your efforts!  
  
We are also about to embark on planning for 
next year. I ask all parents to start thinking 
about their commit ment to Edge Hill School 
for 2010-2011.  By the beginning of March, 
commitment forms will be going out.  It is so 
important that these are returned as soon as 
possible. It is only through your response that 
we can commit to our teachers and have a 
smooth transition into next year.   The teachers 
and the board thank you for your help in this.  

Diane Ferguson 
Chair, Board of Directors 

 

Natureõs form drawing 
(photo by Edge Hill School alumna, Emma Fuller) 

 
 
Mark your calendar . . . 
 

Thursday, February 11 
Teddy  Bear Picni c at the school: children 
brin g teddies and blankets  
 
Monday , February 15 
Civic holiday  
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REMINDER to parents and visitors 
 
Edge Hill is a peanut and tree-nut free 
school. Please be mindful in preparing 
lunches and take care to come to school with 
clean hands and face after a nutty breakfast. 
Please check snacks or crafts. 
 
 

 

http://www.edgehill-school.com/
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Photographs of Edge Hill Students 
 

Donõt miss the exhibit at the Durham  Art 
Gallery which combines gorgeous photos of 
Edge Hill students by Pief Weyman with the 
work of other community artists.  The 
Community Art Project, called Common 
Ground, was spearheaded by Ilse Gassinger to 
engage and connect seniors, students, and 
unemployed people through creative activities. 
òEighty -three people from our community, 
from two to 107 years of age, contributed to the 
success of the projectó (from The Durham Art 
Gallery newsletter) . 
 
The project continues from January 23 through 
March 21 at the gallery, 251 George Street East, 
Durham.  
 

 
Rock, Paper, Scissors: Sascha Tettero-Weyman and 
Robin Fuller on the Edge Hill sideroad (photo by 
Pief Weyman) 

 

CLASS NEWS 
 

Morning Star Kindergarten 

Deb McGivern  
  
Jack Frost is very small, Iõm sure heõs out today, 
and he is busy pinching me when I go out to play! 
Jack Frost, he pinched my fingers,  
Jack Frost, he pinched my toes, 
So I ran into the house and I shut the door, 
and that little Jack Frost couldnõt get me anymore! 

(M.T. Schunemann, Sing a Song of Seasons) 
  
This month the Morning Star class began its 
òWinteró circle with a lovely song called òThe 
North Wind Doth Blow .ó Our circle involves 
much movement as we explore the many ways 
that snowflakes move.  We are learning many 
French words and one of the songs we are 
singing is òVive le Vent.ó The childrenõs 
pronunciation is coming along beautifully and 
they are very enthusiastic!  
 
There are many interesting stories coming out 
of our paintings as we contin ue to explore the 
colours red, yellow and blue and the secondary 
colours orange, green and purple. In free play, 
many of the children have enjoyed cutting out 
unique snowflakes and hanging them in the 
windows. Others have created their own 
storybook pages that we have tied together 
with yarn; we have enjoyed reading them at 
story time!  
 
Our washer and dryer have been installed 
(thank you Shane McGivern and Marc Fortin) 
and the Morning  Stars are thoroughly enjoying 
washing, drying and folding our many 
blankets and linens. 
 
We have just begun a six week adventure in 
finger knitting and many of the Morning Stars 
are grasping this skill quickly. In the next week 
or so we will be planting seeds for our 
Kindergarten garden as well as for the many 
projects we have planned for the upcoming 
months. 
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We wish to welcome Isaac Clark, who is new 
to Edge Hill School this term. Also, welcome   
Zana Strange (Ethanõs mom) who is 
volunteering in our class. She is a great help! 
  
Wish List 

¶ Promix potting soil 

¶ Seeds (annuals, perennials, veggies ð i.e. 
beans, peas, radishes, lettuce; veggies that 
are relatively quick to grow)  

**We need these as soon as possible; if anyone 
can donate any of these items, it would be 
greatly appreciated** 
 
 

Playground Notes 
 
To benefit those parents who are of such great 
help in supervisin g before-school and after-
school play, here is the latest edition of our 
playground òrules.ó Please remember that the 
official  daily pick-up time is 3:30 p.m., and that 
students are to be supervised directly by 
parents after that time.  Students have also 
been reminded that parents have authority 
over issues of behaviour and safety on the 
playground, and that pare ntal assistance is to 
be respected and appreciated. 
 

¶ No wrestling or playfighting . 

¶ Snowball fights are allowed on the soccer-
field side of the middle  building. Snowballs 
are to be aimed below the shoulders. 

¶ The shed roof is out of bounds at all times. 

¶ Children are allowed in the cedar forest 
near the road only with direct adult 
supervision.  

¶ Tree-climbing allowed for Grade 3 and up 
with adult supervision.  

¶ Children are not allowed to play in the 
farm field  without special permission . 

¶ No sleds on the hill  when the weather turns 
the run to ice! 

¶ No interference with  children sliding 
(standing in the way, jumping  on them, 
throwing things at them ). 

¶ If there is a problem, seek adult help. 

¶ Teachers and parents are to be respected at 
all times. 

 
 

Pleiades Class 

PJ Dean  

 
 

Happy second semester from the Pleiades 
Class! The class is in full stride now!   
 
We have a warm welcome for our new student, 
Isaac Clark, and his parents Cheryl and John!  
This family dauntlessly commutes from 
Meaford each day and we are most honoured! 
 
The class has now fully explored the soulful 
vowels, completing our alphabe t study.   We 
know the efforts of each little vowel sounding 
on its own, and the way the vowels play 
together to fill their  sails with long vowel 
sounds. Our block is coming to a close with 
crafting short - vowel òwheelsó for our main 
lesson books, and a few introductory word -
family òbookletsó as we learn to see the letters 
group themselves and meld into òchunksó 
within the word. We are taking care and 
writing beautifully formed letters upon the 
òground-grass-sky òlines. 
 
Heads-up th at a class parent-meeting is slotted 
for the end of this month, upon the return of 
Aiyanna and Will from their celebratory trip . 
Congratulations on their wedding!  Weõre sure 
they are filling up with memories for a lifetime!  
 

From the faculty:  

THANK YOU SO MUCH, 

SCHOOL  FAMILIES, FOR 

THE NOURISHING SOUPS!  
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Pegasus Class 

Liza McIntosh  

 

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of 
January already. After a lovely holiday b reak, 
the children returned to school happy and 
refreshed. We have begun the new year with a 
block of form drawing, which has included 
some unexpected challenges which we have 
succeeded in meeting. Drawing circles is not as 
easy as it first appears to be! We have also 
begun to learn cursive writing, much to 
everyoneõs delight. 
 
In math we are discovering borrowing and 
carrying as well as practising our times tables. 
The children play òAround the World ó every 
day, which challenges their math facts in a 
highly enjo yable way. We continue to visit 
Roland and Adira in the land of Numeria.  
The children have almost all completed their 
books and are reading them to the other 
classes. Everyone has done wonderful work in 
the creation of these books.  
 

Polaris Class 

Christina Schwarz  

 

 
 

We live by the sun 
We feel by the moon 
We move by the stars 
We live in all things 
All things live in us 
  
The Polaris Class has settled into a very nice 
beneficial social harmony.  The students are 
quite helpful towards each other and take on 

new challenges with enthusiasm.  They are 
proud of their accomplishments and ever -
improving skills.   Fun math competitions and 
competitive spelling challenges are favourite s 
in class activities.  
  
We have started our days of late with such 
things as vigorous jogging around the class, 
practicing sign language, singing silly songs 
about animals, math games, and of course 
chats about current issues ranging from school 
activities to the earthquake in Haiti.   The 
studentsõ insights and thoughts are often truly 
inspiring.  
  
We have just completed our block on Human 
Beings and Animals. Every student sculpted an 
animal , then created a habitat for that animal.  
We had a painted clay salamander under 
painted paper leaves.  We had a grapevine 
eagleõs nest high in a branch.  We had clay deer 
in a pine forest, beeswax raccoons and 
plasticine bears beside a saran wrap pond.  
Finally we had a very lifelike snowy owl made 
with tissue and a toilet paper ro ll.   A ll  did a 
superb job presenting their work  to the class 
and to the Grade 2-3. We have read many 
animal poems that helped us get under the 
skins, so to speak, of our animal friends. We 
painted a cuttlefish and used a new shading 
technique to sketch mice pigs and fish.   
Now we all know what distinguishes 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds, fish and 
insects.  The block will finish with a poem each 
student will compose for his or her project 
animal as well as an animal drawing of the 
animal spirit card they drew from the totem 
deck. 
  
Before we studied animals we took a good look 
at the human being.  Students wrote about 
òWhat makes me me.ó They drew pictures of 
themselves in action as well as a huge yellow 
sun, a beautiful full moon and a -ike cluster of 
stars representing three different aspects of a 
human. Poetry helped us to understand our 
role on earth.  We ended with  a better 
understanding of the difference between us 
and the animal world and the responsibility we 



5 

 

need to take as caretakers of this planet.  The 
self-portrait everyone sculpted is still under 
wraps drying but will be displayed in the class 
when ready.  Each student also drew a self-
portrait  for the title pages in their main lesson 
books.  Thank you, Jennifer, for all the 
sculpting, drawing and painting support on 
this block. 
  
We now begin our journey into the land of 
gods and giants, to the Norse myths.  Everyone 
is looking forward to these stories and the 
imaginative artwork they will inspire.  
  
The Fish 
 I throw myself to the left. 
I turn myself to the right. 
I am the fish 
Who glides in the water, who glides, 
Who twists himself, who leaps. 
Everything lives, everything dances, everything 
sings. 

(African Pygmy Verse) 
  
  

Orion Class 

Lise Gunby  

 
 

òPerspective is to drawing what the bridle is to 
the horse, the rudder to a ship.ó 

Leonardo da Vinci 
 
The Orion Class has finished up a math block 
with include d algebra and integers, and is 
halfway throug h a study of perspective 
drawing.  Perspective drawing offers a new . . . 
perspective . . . on the visual world, and it is 
interesting to discover how mathematics and 
our visual sense interact to create the illusion 
of a third dimension (or more!) on a two-
dimensional surface. Our  drawings so far 
include one-point, two -point , birdõs-eye and 

wormõs-eye views. We have tiled a floor and 
built a cityscape. Soon we will be designing a 
Roman aqueduct and climbing a stairway to 
heaven! 
 
While at first perspective drawing seems a 
demanding and perhaps even diminishing 
task, it is much like grammar: one learns the 
òrulesó in order to reserve the creative right to 
break them. Thus we have been looking at art 
from a variety of periods, from medieval to 
renaissance to modern. The study of 
perspective has a fascinating history and has 
much to tell us about our perceptions of the 
world around us. For an overview, we consider 
the words of  John Constable: òI never saw an 
ugly thing in my life: for let the form of an 
object be what it may ð light,  shade, and 
perspective will always make it beautiful. ó 

 

 
 

An explosion from a one-point perspective! 
 
For concerted reading, we are finishing up the 
story of Gilgamesh and his soulmate Enkidu. 
We will be moving on to a new history block 
with a student teacher, Ioan Sandu, from the 
Rudolf Steiner Centre in Toronto. Ioan will be 
helping especially with Roman history while 
the Grade 7s look into the Renaissance. As part 
of the theme of the opening of the world 
through travel  and discovery, we will be 
reading Michele Torreyõs To the Edge of the 
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World, a story of an orphan boy who served on 
the celebrated voyage of Captain-General 
Ferdinand Magellan.  
 

 
 

While completing other books, we continue to 
pursue our study of the stars. We were once 
again honoured to have Brian OõRourke visit 
the class. His subject was òthe birth (and death) 
of stars.ó He shared some mind-boggling 
figures and some fascinating chemistry. Thank 
you, Brian! The students are now researching a 
planet each for our main lesson books. 
 
Congratulations to Orion students ð and to all 
the students ð for wonderful performances in 
the Festival Assembly at Christmas. From 

Prinderella and the Cince the Orions have moved  
on to the exquisitely phrased òFern Hill ó by  
Dylan Thomas and to a beautiful song in 
delicate harmony, both of which we hope to 
share at an assembly soon. 
 

 
Stars are born! 

 
Edge Hill Book-Keeping 
 
Please note that Marie-Eve Perreault is the 
bookkeeper for the 09-10 school year. She can 
be reached in person or via her mailbox in the 
bottom right corner of the middle building 
mailboxes. Diane Ferguson remains as 
treasurer and Marie-Eve takes care of the day-
to-day banking.  
 
 

 

Spacious 2,500 square-foot home for sale just down the 
road from Edge Hill School on Concession 2. This 3-
bedroom, 2-bathroom home sits on a tranquil 2.3 acre 
property surrounded by forest. House features large, 
bright eat-in kitchen with double doors that lead to 
flagstone patio. Cozy living room with fireplace. Main 
floor master bedroom and 2 bedrooms upstairs. Large 
main floor laundry room with door to back deck. 
Workshop/utility room leads to garage. High-speed 
internet access to work from home. Propane hot water 
heating on main floor and second floor. Finished 
basement with infloor heating. This is a great opportunity 
for any family looking to be close to Edge Hill School.  
This is a private sale by owner. Please call with any 
questions: 416-778-9569.For more details and photos, 

visit http://countrydreamhome.blogspot.com. 
Dream Home near Edge Hill School  

 


