
 

 

2010-1011: TUITION 

AND INTENTIONS 
The Board of Directors met on February 18 and 
the main discussion focused around tuition for 
next year and how to get parents to sign up 
earlier and to participate in the running of the 
school.   
 
Many hours are spent going over the possible 
scenarios for next year: class sizes, split classes, 
tuition, and teachers. It is so hard for the 
teachers, and the school, to prepare for the 
coming year when parents have not committed 
to their intentions. I send this out as a reminder 
that we are a community and each family’s 
decision can affect the rest of the community. I 
know it’s not always easy to decide, but please 
put your best effort into letting the school 
know as soon as possible what your intentions 
are for 2010-2011.  Intentions forms will be 
going out in March. Please return as soon as 
possible. 
 
Before we know any of these details, the board 
(and community) has to set the tuition for next 
year. The board proposes the following: a 
tuition increase of $500 to the main tuition fee 
($4,500 to $5,000). This increase is necessary to 
cover teacher salaries. This year, we have been 
fortunate to have the volunteer efforts of Deb 
McGivern in the Kindergarten. However, this 
is not a long-term solution and we hope that 
this tuition increase will go to support a self-
sustaining school. 
 
In order to encourage parents to sign up on a 
timely basis, we will offer a $100 discount to 

Jamie Bainborough puts finishing touches on a clay 
bust as part of Roman studies, Grade 6. 
 
 
families who have signed their contracts and 
paid their deposit by the end of May, 2010. 
 
Another change we are proposing is that at the 
time contracts are signed, we will ask families 
to choose a volunteer group (or team) to sign 
up for. The reason our fees are as low as they 
are is that much of the school (outside of the 
classroom) is looked after by volunteers.  
Without the volunteer community, we would 
be looking at a much higher tuition. 
 
We have come up with the following areas in 
which volunteers are always needed: 
 

 repairs and maintenance 

 fundraising 

 marketing and enrollment 

 social  

 anthroposophy 
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You will not be asked to do anything of which 
you are not capable! The list is a starting point 
so each family can choose best where skills are 
suited. When volunteers are needed, your 
family will be called to see what help you can 
provide. 
 
For those families who just don’t have time to 
help, we propose to charge a non-participation 
fee of $1,000 to reflect the value of their 
volunteer time. 
 
All of the above is set to be ratified at our next 
board meeting of March 18 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
school. We ask that anyone who wishes to 
discuss the above plan attend this next 
meeting. We would love to hear your voices!  If 
this time does not work for you, please send 
your questions or concerns via a letter to the 
board at least a week prior to the meeting. 
However, we encourage you to attend, if at all 
possible, so that you can hear other opinions as 
well. 
 
The board strives to find the balance to support 
the needs of the students, the faculty, and the 
parent body within our economic framework. 
Your support of that framework is much 
appreciated! 

Diane Ferguson 
Chair 

Board of Directors 
 
 

 
 

Clay bust by Kailey McIntosh, Grade 7 
 

Mark your calendar . . . 
 

Monday, March 8 
First of two weeks of March Break: enjoy! 
 
 

Saturday, March 13 
P. J. Knickerbockers and 
Edge Hill Country School 

present 

The Travelling Reptile Show 

1:00 p.m. at the Durham Town Hall 
$10/per person, max. $20/family 
Bring your own reptile get in free 

Many items to be raffled off 
1st prize - Terrarium with Reptile and kit 

Sponsored by: 
Best Bug and Feeders Inc., Markdale  

Gardel's Pet Shop, Owen Sound 
Heathers Pet Center, Hanover 

 

 
Thursday, March 18, 7 p.m., at the school 
Board of Directors Meeting with focus on 
tuition changes: all welcome 
 
Monday, April 5 
Easter Monday 
 

April 16 and 17 

Making Sense of the World: 
Gateways Early Childhood Conference 

Toronto Waldorf School, Thornhill 
What key capacities need to be developed in 
the early years so that, as adults, our children 
will be able to create a world that makes sense: 
one that is sustainable, culturally rich and full 
of meaningful opportunities? Gateways 
features Michael D’Aleo as keynote speaker, 
25 workshops and promises an inspiring 
weekend for parents and educators. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

REMINDER to parents and visitors 
Edge Hill is a peanut and tree-nut free 
school. Please be mindful in preparing 
lunches and take care to come to school with 
clean hands and face after a nutty breakfast. 
Please check snacks or crafts. 
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Photographs of Edge Hill Students 
 

Don’t miss the exhibit at the Durham Art 
Gallery which combines gorgeous photos of 
Edge Hill students by Pief Weyman with the 
work of other community artists. The 
Community Art Project, called Common 
Ground, was spearheaded by Ilse Gassinger to 
engage and connect seniors, students, and 
unemployed people through creative activities. 
“Eighty-three people from our community, 
from two to 107 years of age, contributed to the 
success of the project” (from The Durham Art 
Gallery newsletter). The project continues from 
January 23 through March 21 at the gallery, 251 
George Street East, Durham. 
 
Thank you, Pief, for providing copies of the 
beautiful photographs to the students and 
their families! 
 
 

CLASS NEWS 
 

Morning Star Kindergarten 

Deb McGivern 
  
The snow fell softly in the night, 
All the world was glistening white. 
The angels from the stars looked down, 
On Mother Earth’s new shining gown. 
The moonbeams danced down silently,  
And kissed each branch and sparkling tree. 
Now all is sleeping beneath the snows, 
Till springtime comes and new life grows. 
  (Wynstones and Nancy Foster) 
 
Our circle for the month of February centres 
around the “Woodcutter”. With much purpose, 
we are stomping through the woods chopping 
and gathering wood. The Morning Stars 
enjoyed coming to school in their pajamas for 
the Teddy Bear Picnic; all had a special time as 
they handed out their valentines and baked 
their special cookies. We do hope everyone 
enjoyed them! In French, we continue with our 
singing and are now learning the French words 
for the various items that make up our winter 
clothing. 

We are completing our journey with finger 
knitting; soon we will begin sewing our 
strands together to see what we can create.  
Last week, we started planting our seeds and 
already we are seeing sprouts…so exciting!  
 
We wish to welcome back Prema Mellor, who 
will be visiting us for three weeks. The 
Morning Stars are enjoying the energy and joy 
you bring to our class. 
 
Thank you so much to Marcia Cunningham for 
the donation of pro-mix potting soil to our 
class! Wishing all of our school families a safe 
and restful March Break. 
 
 

PARENT AND CHILD 
If you, or someone you know, is interested in 
attended a second semester of Parent and 
Child classes after the March break, please 
contact Millie Johne (519-922-3168) or Lise 
Gunby, at the school (info@edgehill-
school.com or 519-369-3195). 
 

 
Pegasus Class 

Liza McIntosh 

 

February has flown by in the Pegasus Class. 
The children ended our Form Drawing block 
by creating beautiful title pages in their main 
lesson books. They all created lovely images. 
February has been a month full of math. In 
circle time we are practicing counting while 
skipping, which can be a challenge. We have 
counted our way to some very high numbers! 
 
We have also been making “multi-pies” with 
Roland and Adira, as well as accompanying 
them on a mountain-climbing adventure. It has 
been hard to leave the Land of Numeria on 
some days. 

mailto:info@edgehill-school.com
mailto:info@edgehill-school.com
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We have also been learning to name our body 
parts in French so that we can play Simon Says, 
which everyone enjoys greatly. We have 
almost mastered our latest song on the 
recorder, and we have been practising our 
rhythm while singing it. 
 
The children are writing poems and tongue-
twisters in cursive, having learned all the 
upper and lower case letters. The week of 
Valentine’s Day saw much card-making and 
excitement as we prepared for the Teddy Bear 
Picnic and card exchange, which was a great 
success. 
 
Following the March break we will be 
celebrating the arrival of spring by entering the 
world of plants and the natural world. The 
Grade 2s will spend some more time with P. J. 
and the Grade 3s will return to Christina for a 
few weeks. I wish you all a relaxing break. 
 
 

Polaris Class 

Christina Schwarz 

 

 
 

Then Buri’s sons lifted the level land,  
Midgard the mighty there they made; 
The sun from the south warmed the stones of the 
earth, 
And green was the ground with growing leeks 

adapted from the Voluspo 
 
The Polaris Class has been living in the land of 
the Norse. We looked at the rough and 
dramatic landscape of the Norse people to 
provide a backdrop for their stories and 
legends and are now immersed in their myths. 
The stories of Odin, Thor, and Loki and the rest 
of the Aesir gods have really been enjoyed and 
the class has been producing some amazing 
artwork in their main lesson books.    

  
Everyone received a new fountain pen and is 
working on perfecting beautiful penmanship 
and accurate writing. 
 
Our most recent project was a book report. We 
had an interesting variety of reports and 
everyone did wonderful work. The reports 
with their various unique title pages are 
proudly displayed in our classroom. 
 
We are working diligently on improving 
writing skills with weekly paragraph writing 
and spelling tests.  Our focus of late has been 
sentence types and proper use of capitals and 
punctuation. All are writing a short paragraph 
that includes four types of sentences and, we 
hope, many adjectives and adverbs! 
 
Math skills are coming along nicely. Everyone 
is working hard in the math workbooks but it 
is during our math games where new abilities 
really shine. Our next main lesson block will be 
mathematics with the focus on fractions. It will 
be sad to leave the Norse myths, so we will try 
to find time to keep reading about Odin and 
his children, perhaps during handwork 
(crocheting). 
 
Valentines has come and gone and we all made 
a lovely heart-shaped mobile. As well we all 
gave and received a Valentine’s card at the 
teddy bear picnic. It was fun to meet 
everyone’s “teddy” and nice to see such good 
will all around. 
 
 In the spirit of the Olympics our national 
anthem has been sung with much vigor during 
opening circle! Go Canada Go! 
   
So punish the old Gods! 
But out of the old sea of Time 
Rises a new sea of song, 
Fairer than the old. 
Over its meadows green 
Walk the young bards and sing. 

from “Tegner’s Drapa”  
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

  



5 

 

  

Orion Class 

Lise Gunby 

 
 

“The cure for boredom is curiosity. 
There is no cure for curiosity.” 
 
The Orion Class has had the pleasure of 
learning with Ioan Sandu these past weeks. 
Ioan is a teacher trainee at the Rudolf Steiner 
Centre in Thornhill and is “practising” with us 
for three weeks. Ioan is a native of Romania, so 
we have had tales of Transylvania and Dracula 
to add to our Roman and Renaissance studies. 
He has also brought us a song and a poem to 
learn in Latin. Ioan speaks several languages, 
and has been helping us with French review. 
We are grateful for his assistance. 
 

 
 

Painting after an Egypto-Roman portrait, by Jamie 
Bainborough. 
 

Given the intermediate level of Orion students, 
we have structured the Roman and 
Renaissance blocks such that students each  
create a portfolio of their work. The Grade 6 
students are including historical and 
biographical summaries, timelines, artwork, 
and other creative items in response to Roman 
culture and history. A portfolio cover is shown 
below (by Sascha Tettero-Weyman). 
 

 
 

 
 

The Duke of Urbino. Pastel drawing based on 
portrait, by Dexter Schwarz-Frederickson. 
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Grade 7 students are studying the triumvirate 
of da Vinci, Raphael, and Michelangelo 
(thinking, feeling, and willing) and are getting 
up close with the masters using pastels and 
sketching pencils to explore some of their great 
works. Students will also be writing 
biographical essays of famous politicians, 
religious figures, and scientists, and including 
timelines, family trees, and maps. As part of 
these studies, all students are reading an 
historical novel from one of the periods and 
creating a book study to include in the 
portfolios. 
 
A wonderful bonus in our studies was a trip to 
the studio of Tony Massett. Tony, who has 
generally favoured metal as his medium, is 
lately sculpting in marble and other stone and 
shared his methods of working, which include 
frequent measuring of a clay/plasticene model 
and its casing in order to determine how to 
commit to the raw stone. He showed us da 
Vinci’s technique for creating his David. Da 
Vinci used a large horizontal box containing a 
life-size representation of David immersed in 
water in order to determine which parts of the 
sculpture would “emerge” first, thus enabling 
him to sculpt the massive form in a marble 
block which da Vinci knew was flawed by a 
crack. The technique also allowed for 
apprentices doing the grunt work. Fascinating! 
 
Tony also led us in clay sculpting, and each 
student made a bust based on his model. 
Working with mathematics and measurement 
as well as a good deal of sketching and pre-
planning allowed for the massive nature of 
Roman and Renaissance achievements in stone 
and other media. 
 
Tony also visited us in class to demonstrate a 
foreshortening technique used in Renaissance 
studios. This technique uses a frame and a 
weighted string and stylus to mark key points 
on the subject of the drawing. We will give you 
a demonstration using a violin if you visit! Our 
historical arts studies have dovetailed nicely 
with our perspective drawing block. 
 

We were also delighted to have Mike 
McKelvey come in for woodworking. Mike led 
us in a project making mallets, which will be 
useful as we continue to chisel out small bowls 
from basswood. Thank you, Mike! 
 

 
 
Mallets made by Rory Thornton and Kailey 
McIntosh. Thanks, Mike McKelvey! 
 
Another recent highlight was travelling to the 
Owen Sound Collegiate Vocational Institute to 
see the musical, Bye Bye Birdie (which has as a 
star an Edge Hill alumna, Emma Fuller). The 
production’s dress rehearsals were presented 
for schools in the region. 
Thank you also to Brian O’Rourke, for another 
installment of his “lectures” about astronomy. 
Brian’s visits are always highly anticipated, 
and students are learning to take notes from 
his talks. This month the subject was the 
planets, but students (and teachers!) had so 
many questions that a short talk became a long 
one. The revolutionary discoveries of the 
Renaissance astronomers is another interesting 
intersection in our curriculum. 
 
A great pleasure of the intermediate 
curriculum is its richness of content and 
experience. We have in the wings two blocks 
and are trying to decide which one for which 
we can wait a little longer: Voyages of 
Discovery (exploration geography) or Wish, 
Wonder, and Surprise (creative writing). 
 
 

Teddy Bear Picnic 
The Valentines Teddy Bear Picnic, held 
February 11 for the grades classes, was a 
wonderful success. Students brought blankets 
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and shared a picnic lunch with favourite 
stuffed animals, each of whom was introduced. 
Each student made a card for another student. 
Cards were creative and full of caring thoughts 
and wishes. Thank you, PJ, for reading us The 
Giving Tree, and thank you, Kimm Culkin, for 
making us amazing cupcakes. 
 

From the faculty:  

THANK YOU SO MUCH, 

SCHOOL FAMILIES, FOR THE 

NOURISHING SOUPS!  
 
 

The Rainbow Room  

Jennifer Clark 
 

Three classes at Edge Hill experience painting 
in the Rainbow Room once a week and arrive 
joyously, bursting into the room ready to make 
the paint flow.  
 
The Pleiades Class comes in great anticipation 
and solemnity to explore the mystery and 
magic of colour and we work on our “colour 
stories” in harmony with the seasons and 
festivals and sometimes in contrast too. Last 
week they loved to create an explosion of 
warmth in yellows, pinks, oranges, and red 
amid the snowstorm. We work in quiet 
meditation, listening to our own painting with 
respect and reverence and learning about 
different brush strokes, layers, scales and 
relationships of the colours. We work in our 
imagination rather than in specific forms at this 
age so that the children can learn through their 
own hands how colour creates form through 
its individual properties and relationship to 
other colours . This process is invaluable in 
developing sensitivity, observational skills and 
the ability to work with colour in the same way 
that a musician works with sound. 
 
The Pegasus Class is the largest class and 
charges in, eager to learn new skills. 

Throughout the year they have worked on 
seasonal themes and expressions of our natural 
world as well as expanded on the ideas being 
explored in class: farming, animal fables, 
creation stories, symmetry, form drawings 
done in paint, and colour studies. We all follow 
the same steps and yet create our own unique 
expressions. Painting in this way helps the 
children to understand the many steps 
involved in creating a work of art and that it is 
a sequence of many marks that may not make 
sense at the beginning but that will lead them 
to a complete pattern by the end. The Grade 3 
has begun to work in clay and created a 
wonderful world from mites to whales and 
elephants for Noah’s Ark and the Hebrew 
block. They will continue to work in three 
dimensions when we work with themes of 
plant metamorphoses as spring approaches. 
 
The Polaris Class has been working hard on 
entering a new level of realism by working not 
only “wet on wet” but on “dry,” which is a 
totally different experience. They have been 
working on themes from their curriculum, 
such as Native studies , Norse myths, and local 
geography as well as the festivals, seasons and 
colour studies.  
 
Painting takes a great deal of concentration as 
well as an ability to let go and trust oneself. 
These are lessons that carry Waldorf students 
for many years. It is wonderful to see their 
growing confidence and unfolding sense of 
their unique selves.  
 
Please feel free to come before or after school to 
see the gallery of ever-changing work hanging 
in the Rainbow Room, or call me and I can 
show you the portfolio of work of which 
students are so proud. 
 
 

 
School families and visitors are reminded to please 
keep all dogs on a leash when visiting the school. 
Some children are uncomfortable around strange 
dogs, and the dogs often leave their calling cards on 
the playground. If your dog does leave a deposit, 
please scoop. 


